[Myocardial fibrosis--the theoretical bases, clinical aspects and therapeutic implications].
A review on the present knowledges of the myocardial structure, with particular emphasis on the collagen network and its degradation/synthesis process was performed. Myocardial fibrosis and cardiac remodeling concepts are analysed, explaining them in the context of ventricular hypertrophy, arterial hypertension, myocardial remodeling in ischemic heart disease and cardiac remodeling in the aged. We also review the role of the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system in myocardial fibrosis, as well as the results of preventing action of angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors and aldosterone antagonists in myocardial fibrosis and consequent cardiac remodeling in the animal experimentation. Clinical and therapeutic implications of this knowledge are discussed as well as therapeutic implication in man, in view of recent studies.